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COUNCIL MEETING – 20th March 2024 
 

 
NOTICE OF: 

 
Reference No: 

 
Date Received: 

 
Date Forwarded: 
 

White Paper Amendment A1 TO WP1  19/3/24 19/3/24 

Submitted by: Councillor Conrad Hart-Brooke 
Relevant Board/Regulatory Panel: Executive Board  
Executive Member/Chair: Executive Member (Sustainable Development and Infrastructure) 
Relevant Director Director of City Development 

 
 
Delete paragraphs 4 & 5 and replace with: 
 
Council commits to allocating funding from government and more of its own money in improving 
the conditions of roads equitably in all wards of the city. The Council will ensure work done by its 
own teams are done to a professional standard that will endure in a do it right first time approach. 
Council will also work to enhance the contractual warranties external companies give so that 
those enjoying multi million pound contracts don’t leave roads that look acceptable on day one 
but quickly deteriorate, leaving the Council to fix and the tax payer paying twice. 
 
 
The amended motion would then read: 
 
This Council notes with concern that the Administration are not doing enough to address the 
pothole crisis we have on Leeds’ roads and are showing no signs of developing a meaningful 
strategy for highway maintenance to address the woeful state of so many of our city's roads and 
pavements. 
 
Potholes create safety hazards and misery for road users, cause damage to vehicles, and cost 
the Council thousands of pounds in compensation pay outs to those affected. 
 
Recent data shows the number of potholes reported in Leeds has risen by almost 60% under the 
last five years of the Labour administration, with 13,722 potholes reported last year alone. There 
were more than 300 accidents relating to potholes in 2023, compared to an average of 190 
between 2019 and 2022, and compensation paid out to those affected by potholes has also 
nearly doubled in recent years. Estimates suggest there is a mean average of 19.5 years backlog 
in highways maintenance and it would take £288 million to bring all roads up to an acceptable 
standard 
 
Council commits to allocating funding from government and more of its own money in improving 
the conditions of roads equitably in all wards of the city. The Council will ensure work done by its 
own teams are done to a professional standard that will endure in a do it right first time approach. 
Council will also work to enhance the contractual warranties external companies give so that 
those enjoying multi million pound contracts don’t leave roads that look acceptable on day one 
but quickly deteriorate, leaving the Council to fix and the tax payer paying twice. 
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Proposed by:                                                              Seconded by: 

                                                   
Cllr Conrad Hart-Brooke                                            Cllr Ryk Downes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Deadlines for submission 
 
White Papers  -   10.00 am on the day before the issue of the Summons 
Questions   -   10.00 am on Monday before the meeting 
Amendments   -   10.00 am on the day before the meeting 
(including references back) 
 
(All submissions should be made to Governance Services for receipt to be recorded and 
distribution made) 
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COUNCIL MEETING – 20th March 2024 
 

 
NOTICE OF: 

 
Reference No: 

 
Date Received: 

 
Date Forwarded: 
 

White Paper Amendment WP1 – A2 19/3/24 19/3/24 

Submitted by: Councillor Helen Hayden 
Relevant Board/Regulatory Panel: Executive Board  
Executive Member/Chair: Executive Member (Sustainable Development & Infrastructure) 
Relevant Director Director of City Development 

 
 
Delete all after “This Council…” and replace with: 
 

“…believes the £288m estimated backlog in highways maintenance shows the real impact 
of Conservative Government austerity on roads in Leeds in the context of the £2.7bn cut 
from council services by the Government since 2010.   
 
Council supports calls from the Local Government Association for the Government to 
provide greater, longer term and year-on-year consistency of funding to ensure councils 
are better supported to deliver the services taxpayers need and deserve. Council 
welcomes the imminent publication of its highways maintenance strategy to show how this 
council is addressing the highways maintenance back log caused by chronic government 
underfunding and calls for a report to update Executive Board on this work.” 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Deadlines for submission 
 
White Papers  -   10.00 am on the day before the issue of the Summons 
Questions   -   10.00 am on Monday before the meeting 
Amendments   -   10.00 am on the day before the meeting 
(including references back) 
 
(All submissions should be made to Governance Services for receipt to be recorded and 
distribution made) 
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